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COMMUNICATOR GUIDE 
 

 

This Is Real Love / Week 2 

 
 

SERIES OVERVIEW 
 

SERIES SUMMARY 
A 3-week series about what Jesus did to demonstrate His love at Easter. 
 

SERIES BOTTOM LINE 
What Jesus said and did to show us real love. 
 

WEEKLY BOTTOM LINES 
WEEK 1: Jesus shows us what real love is. 
WEEK 2: Jesus treats everyone like they are important. 
WEEK 3: Jesus offers everyone forgiveness. 

 
 

SCRIPTURE 
 
This is real love—not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as a sacrifice to take away 
our sins (1 John 4:10 NLT). 

  
 

NOTES FOR THIS WEEK 
 

THINK ABOUT THIS 
Remember that Easter is a season when some families show up to church after a long absence or even for 
the very first time. That means the likelihood you’ll have new students this week is high. You’ll be leading 
the conversation for students who are coming in with all different backgrounds, perspectives, and 
understandings of Jesus, the resurrection, and what it all means for their lives. While the heart in leading 
your middle schoolers is always to help them take important steps of faith, don’t diminish what a big step it 
is simply to show up. If they don’t walk away from this conversation confident in what they believe or what 
Easter means for them, that’s okay! The goal is simply to make any student who enters your small group, 
for the first time or the millionth time, feel seen and important. That way, when they walk away, they do so 
with the desire to come back and continue the conversation. 

  
 

INTERACTIVE 1: WHAT’S MOST IMPORTANT 
 

OVERVIEW 
For this Interactive, you’ll write on a poster board what students share is most important to them to 
demonstrate that we all value different things in life. 
 

WHAT YOU’LL NEED 
• A large poster board or piece of foam core 

• A way to display the poster board in front of your audience, like an easel or chair with a back 

• A bold, permanent marker 
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PREP 
• Before your talk, write the words, “What’s Most Important,” at the top of the poster board. 

• Display the poster board on stage. 

  
 

TEACHING OUTLINE 
 

Mary was standing outside the tomb crying, and as she wept, she stooped and looked in. She saw two 

white-robed angels, one sitting at the head and the other at the foot of the place where the body of Jesus 

had been lying. “Dear woman, why are you crying?” the angels asked her. 

 

“Because they have taken away my Lord,” she replied, “and I don’t know where they have put him.”  

 

 

She turned to leave and saw someone standing there. It was Jesus, but she didn’t recognize him. “Dear 

woman, why are you crying?” Jesus asked her. “Who are you looking for?” 

 

She thought he was the gardener. “Sir,” she said, “if you have taken him away, tell me where you have 

put him, and I will go and get him.”  

 

“Mary!” Jesus said. 

 

She turned to him and cried out, “Rabboni!” (which is Hebrew for “Teacher”). 

 

“Don’t cling to me,” Jesus said, “for I haven’t yet ascended to the Father. But go find my brothers and tell 

them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’” 

 

Mary Magdalene found the disciples and told them, “I have seen the Lord!” Then she gave them his 

message (John 20:11-18 NLT). 

 

INTRODUCTION 
• Today, we’re talking about what Jesus said and did to show us real love.  

• Understanding how to love and be loved in the realest way is one of the most important things we 

can do. 

• We all have different ideas of what we consider important, so that can make knowing what’s truly 

important in life confusing.  

 

TENSION 
• We can all agree that it’s nice to feel important. 

• [Tell a personal story about a time you felt really important and recognized by others in a positive 

way.] 

• [Ask students to share with someone nearby about a time when they felt seen, noticed, and 

valued by others.] 

• We all know how it feels to be left out, forgotten, unseen, or unimportant. 

• [Tell a personal story about a time you felt really unimportant or invisible.] 

• [Ask students to take a moment to think to themselves about a time when they felt a little 

unimportant.] 
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• It can be hard to believe the truth that we’re valuable and cared about when our thoughts, 

circumstances, or others make us feel otherwise.  

 

TRUTH 
• Today, we're talking about the most important event in our faith: Jesus' death and resurrection. 

We'll learn what a woman named Mary Magdalene had to do with it.  

• In Jesus’ time, women weren’t given a lot of rights, freedoms, or opportunities, but Jesus went out 

of His way to value women and give them opportunities.  

• Mary Magdalene isn’t the most well-known Mary from the Bible, but Jesus knew her well and saw 

her as important. She’s even included in the Easter story.  

• After Jesus' crucifixion, Mary Magdalene went to visit Jesus' body, where it was buried in a tomb, 

but when she arrived, the tomb was empty.  

• Mary was standing outside the tomb crying, and as she wept, she stooped and looked in. She 

saw two white-robed angels, one sitting at the head and the other at the foot of the place where 

the body of Jesus had been lying. “Dear woman, why are you crying?” the angels asked her. 

“Because they have taken away my Lord,” she replied, “and I don’t know where they have put 

him.” She turned to leave and saw someone standing there. It was Jesus, but she didn’t 

recognize him. “Dear woman, why are you crying?” Jesus asked her. “Who are you looking for?” 

She thought he was the gardener. “Sir,” she said, “if you have taken him away, tell me where you 

have put him, and I will go and get him.” “Mary!” Jesus said. She turned to him and cried out, 

“Rabboni!” (which is Hebrew for “Teacher”) (John 20:11-16 NLT).  

• While Mary was weeping over Jesus’ death, He appeared. He wasn’t dead! 

• The resurrection—Jesus coming back to life—is what we celebrate every Easter. 

• Because Jesus told His followers that His death and resurrection were coming, and then it 

actually happened, everything Jesus promised is true. 

• Because of Jesus’ resurrection, we can be with God now and forever. 

• Mary was the first person to witness the resurrection and the person Jesus asked to share the 

news with His closest followers. 

• “Don’t cling to me,” Jesus said, “for I haven’t yet ascended to the Father. But go find my brothers 

and tell them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’” Mary 

Magdalene found the disciples and told them, “I have seen the Lord!” Then she gave them his 

message (John 20:17-18 NLT). 

• One reason we have a record of Jesus’ resurrection is because of Mary Magdalene. 

• God sent Jesus to die and come back to life so that we can be with God forever. What we 

celebrate at Easter proves we’re important to God. 

• Jesus treats everyone like they’re important.  

• Your life has value, meaning, and importance. You are who Jesus died for. 

 

APPLICATION 
• Jesus chose someone unexpected to help spread the word about the resurrection and be an 

important part of the story.  

• We can find our value and importance in Jesus as well! 

• We can start by asking these questions: 

1. Do you believe you are important? Remember, you are special, valuable, and loved. Jesus 

died for you because He cares for you.  

2. Do you live like others are important? You can show Jesus’ love to others by treating them 

with the same value that Jesus does.  
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3. How can you remember this real love is really for you? Ask God to remind you that Jesus’ 

death and resurrection demonstrate that you are seen, known, and valued. Your importance 

can always be found in God’s real love.  

 

LANDING 
• Jesus treats everyone like they’re important.  

• Your small group is a place to practice believing you have value and treating others the same 

way.  

• As you head to small group, think about this question: What makes Jesus’ death and resurrection 

important to you? 

 

  
 

TEACHING SLIDES 
 
All bolded words and phrases in the Teaching Script are also provided as teaching slides for Premium Tier 

subscribers.  
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TEACHING SCRIPT 
 

 

This Is Real Love / Week 2 

 
 

BOTTOM LINE 
 

JESUS TREATS EVERYONE LIKE THEY ARE IMPORTANT. 
 

 
 

INTRODUCTION 
 

3 MINUTES 
 
Hi everybody! We’re celebrating one of my favorite holidays: Easter! And this year, we’re celebrating the 

way Easter shows us what real love actually is. That’s right, we’re taking a deep dive into what Jesus said 

and did to show us real love.  

 

Understanding how to love and be loved in the realest way possible is probably one of the most important 

things we can do. While that may be super important to me, it may not feel that way to you. And that’s 

okay! Because we all have different ideas of what we consider super important! 

 

INTERACTIVE: What’s Most Important  

This is where you’ll write on a poster board what students share is most important to them to demonstrate 

that we all value different things in life.  

 

Let me show you what I mean. When I point to your section, I want you to yell out what’s most important 

to you in your everyday life. Maybe it’s friends, or your pet, or your family. Maybe it’s good grades, or 

getting a part in the school play, or skateboarding. Whatever you think is super important in your life, yell 

it out! Ready?  

 

[Write on the poster board some things you hear students say as you point to different sections of the 

audience.] 

 

[Share aloud some of the things you wrote on the poster board.] See what I mean? We all have different 

ideas of what’s most important to us. That can make knowing what’s really important a little confusing at 

times! 

 
 

TENSION 
 

6 MINUTES 
 
One thing I think we can all agree on? It’s nice to feel important from time to time, isn’t it? 

 

TELL A PERSONAL STORY 
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Tell a story from your own life that illustrates the following thoughts or ideas . . . 

• Tell a story about a time you felt really important or on top of the world. 

• Maybe you won the family Easter egg hunt, or made the winning shot at the game, or got the lead 
in the school play. (Bonus points if you can bring a picture, a prop, or a visual representation to 
show as you share your story!) 

• Whatever it is, make sure to land on what it’s like to feel important or seen by others.  
 

Have you ever been there? Like people knew you were important? Like you were seen, noticed, and 

valued by the people around you? Tell somebody next to you about a time when you felt like that! [Allow 

time for students to share.] 

 

In case you didn't know, this student ministry is a place where all of you are seen and valued. To us, 

you're super important! And I think that matters a lot. Because if we’re honest, we’d all probably also say 

there are places in our lives where we don’t feel so important. And that feeling? Well, it’s not so 

awesome.  

 

TELL A PERSONAL STORY 

Tell a story from your own life that illustrates the following thoughts or ideas . . . 

• Tell a story about a time you felt really unimportant or invisible. 

• Maybe your contributions were overlooked, or someone forgot to invite you, or you didn’t make 
the cut.  

• Whatever it is, make sure to land on what it feels like to be seen as unimportant or invisible to 
others.  

 

Now, I can’t be the only one who’s ever felt like this! Take a minute to think to yourself about a time you 

felt a little unimportant. [Allow time for students to share.]   

 

We all know how it feels to be left out, forgotten, unseen, and just completely unimportant. And it’s not a 

feeling any of us want to experience! Of course, I could stand here all night/day and tell you how valuable, 

cared about, and seen you are. And I’d be right! It’s all true! But the reality is, just because I say it doesn’t 

mean you believe it. It doesn’t change the fact that sometimes, our thoughts, circumstances, or even 

other people can make us feel unimportant. 

 

So, the question is: What can we do about it? 

 
 

TRUTH 
 

5 MINUTES 
 
Well, the good news is, we aren’t the first people who have felt these things. I think we can learn a lot 

about our worth and importance from the experiences of people who lived thousands of years ago. Their 

stories are recorded in the Bible for us to learn from today.  

 

Because we’re in the Easter season, we’re taking time to talk about the most important event in the 

Christian faith that we look back on every year: Jesus’ death and resurrection. To start, let’s see what 

an incredible woman named Mary had to do with it.  

 

Now, when you hear the name "Mary" from the Bible, who comes to mind? While all of the Marys of the 

Bible are important, we’re talking about one Mary today that you may not expect. This Mary may not have 
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been the most well-known of the Marys, but that doesn’t make her any less important. Her name was 

Mary Magdalene. 

 
You know, it’s actually a pretty big deal that we can talk today about Mary Magdalene or any other 

women we read about in the Bible. Because unfortunately, at the time they lived, women didn’t have a lot 

of rights, freedoms, or opportunities in their culture. That’s part of what made Jesus so interesting! In a 

culture that gave women fewer rights, fewer leadership roles, and fewer opportunities, Jesus went out of 

His way to value women. In fact, we know that that Jesus greatly valued Mary Magdalene, knew her well, 

and saw her as important. We know this because some of Jesus’ closest followers—Matthew, Mark, 

Luke, and John—recorded it for us in the Bible.  

 

Because Jesus was close to Mary Magdalene, she’s included in the story we read every year at Easter. 

She was part of the event that shaped our Christian faith! Let’s take a look: 

 

Mary was standing outside the tomb crying, and as she wept, she stooped and looked in. She saw 

two white-robed angels, one sitting at the head and the other at the foot of the place where the 

body of Jesus had been lying. “Dear woman, why are you crying?” the angels asked her. 

 

“Because they have taken away my Lord,” she replied, “and I don’t know where they have put 

him” (John 20:11-13 NLT). 

 

To catch us up, Jesus had just been crucified on a cross, which was a horrible and public death that 

friends like Mary Magdalene witnessed. Then, Jesus was buried in a tomb. Because she cared so much 

about Him, Mary went to visit Jesus’ grave. What did she find when she got there? Not Jesus! The tomb 

was totally empty except for two ANGELS! She must have been so confused. 

 

Like most people would have done in this situation, Mary started crying, wondering where her Friend's 

body had been taken. Then, something happened that changed things not just for Mary but for all of us 

who believe in Jesus. Take a look: 

 

She turned to leave and saw someone standing there. It was Jesus, but she didn’t recognize 

him. “Dear woman, why are you crying?” Jesus asked her. “Who are you looking for?” 

 

She thought he was the gardener. “Sir,” she said, “if you have taken him away, tell me where you 

have put him, and I will go and get him.”  

 

“Mary!” Jesus said. 

 

She turned to him and cried out, “Rabboni!” (which is Hebrew for “Teacher”) (John 20:14-16 NLT).  

 

There Mary was, weeping over the death of her Friend and Teacher, when just like that, a Person 

appeared. Now, of course, thinking Jesus was dead, she didn't recognize that it was Him at first. But then, 

Jesus used Mary’s name, and she recognized Him immediately. 

 

Of course, Mary was shaken up! I mean, Jesus had just risen from the dead! That’s what we celebrate at 

Easter as the resurrection. Now, to resurrect something means to bring it back to life. So, at Easter, 

we remember when Jesus died on a cross and was buried in a tomb. Then, we celebrate that He walked 

out of the tomb three days later. 
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See, Jesus spent years telling His followers that His death and resurrection were coming and that these 

events would change everything. And then? It actually happened! And because of that, we can believe 

that all the things Jesus promised us are true. We can walk confidently, knowing that we can be with God 

now and forever. Jesus’ resurrection is the evidence that proves we can trust what He says is true. That’s 

what makes Easter so important! 

 

One of the reasons we know this important thing happened is because Mary was there to see it with her 

own eyes. Then, she followed through on an important task. Take a look: 

 

“Don’t cling to me,” Jesus said, “for I haven’t yet ascended to the Father. But go find my brothers 

and tell them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’” 

 

Mary Magdalene found the disciples and told them, “I have seen the Lord!” Then she gave them 

his message (John 20:17-18 NLT). 

 

Mary was the first person to witness the resurrection and the person Jesus asked to share the news with 

His closest followers. Talk about an important job! She’s one of the reasons we have a record of those 

moments still today. And that makes her an important piece of the most important event in our faith: 

Jesus’ resurrection. 

 

Maybe you, like Mary Magdalene, have been treated like you’re unimportant. Maybe you feel like nobody 

else notices or understands you. Maybe even that God would never choose or love you. Well, what we 

celebrate every year at Easter proves that you’re not only important, but you’re important to God. God 

sent Jesus to live a perfect life, die, and come back to life so that you can experience life to the fullest 

starting now. All because of God's love for you. Because you, my friend, are important.  

 

If there’s one thing I want you to remember today, it's this: Jesus treats everyone like they’re important. 

Your life has value, meaning, and great importance. You are who Jesus died for. And that’s so important—

both at Easter and beyond. 

 
 

APPLICATION 
 

2 MINUTES 
 
Jesus treats everyone like they’re important. He chose somebody unexpected, like Mary Magdalene, 

to help spread the word about the resurrection. To be an important part of the story. And the same can be 

true for us! We can find our value and importance in Jesus!  

 

How do we begin to do that? I think we can start by asking three questions: 

 

1. Do you believe you are important? Forget what anyone else thinks, or says, or does. Forget 

about your status or circumstances. What do you believe is true about you? Do you see yourself 

as important? If so, great! If not, let me remind you about a few things that are true about you. 

 

You are special.  

You are valuable.  

You are loved.  

Jesus died for you, not because He had to but because He cares for you.  
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That means you’re more important than you may even know!  

 

2. Do you live like others are important? One of the most important things we can do this Easter 

is to show Jesus' love to others. We can start by treating others with the same value that Jesus 

did. We can show people that they're important by listening to them, welcoming them, standing up 

for them, learning about them, or even simply saying hello. Doing that not only shows them we 

care but it gives them a glimpse of God's love through us.  

3.  

4. How can you remember this real love is really for you? To God, you are seen, known, and 

valued as important. Jesus’ death and resurrection show us that! So, when you struggle to see 

your value and worth, ask God to remind you that this real love is for you. Ask God to show you 

that your importance can always be found in God’s real love. 

 
 

LANDING 
 

1 MINUTE 
 
Remember, Jesus treats everyone like they’re important. And one of the best places to practice 

believing and treating others the same way is in small group. There, you have a leader who values you 

and believes you are so very important. Someone who wants to help you not only begin to believe this 

about yourself but to show it to other people as well. 

 

Imagine if everyone who walked into this room felt seen, known, and important. Imagine the kind of group 

we’d have! Imagine how much more we’d be able to experience God’s real love!  

 

So, as you head to small group today, start thinking about how you’d answer this question:  

What makes Jesus’ death and resurrection important to you?  

 
 

 TRANSITION INTO SMALL GROUPS 

 
 


