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COMMUNICATOR GUIDE 
 

 

LOVE. / Week 2 
 

 

SERIES OVERVIEW 
 

SERIES SUMMARY 
A 3-week series about Easter. 
 

SERIES BOTTOM LINE 
Good news for everyone. 
 

WEEKLY BOTTOM LINES 
WEEK 1: How Jesus loved shows us what love can do. 
WEEK 2: Love shows up in the low points of life. 
WEEK 3: Love lets people know they matter. 
 

 

 

SCRIPTURE 
 
Two others, both criminals, were led out to be executed with him. When they came to a place called The 
Skull, they nailed him to the cross. And the criminals were also crucified—one on his right and one on his 
left. Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they don’t know what they are doing.” And the soldiers gambled 
for his clothes by throwing dice. The crowd watched and the leaders scoffed. “He saved others,” they said, 
“let him save himself if he is really God’s Messiah, the Chosen One.” The soldiers mocked him, too, by 
offering him a drink of sour wine. They called out to him, “If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!” A 
sign was fastened above him with these words: “This is the King of the Jews.” One of the criminals hanging 
beside him scoffed, “So you’re the Messiah, are you? Prove it by saving yourself—and us, too, while you’re 
at it!” But the other criminal protested, “Don’t you fear God even when you have been sentenced to die? 
We deserve to die for our crimes, but this man hasn’’t done anything wrong.” Then he said, “Jesus, 
remember me when you come into your Kingdom.” And Jesus replied, “I assure you, today you will be with 
me in paradise.” (Luke 23:32-43 NLT) 
 
Most important of all, continue to show deep love for each other, for love covers a multitude of sins. 
(1 Peter 4:8 NLT) 
 

  

 

NOTES FOR THIS WEEK 
 

THINK ABOUT THIS 
This week, we’re talking about the connection between love and forgiveness for your students. This may 
be a challenging connection for your group for a number of reasons. For some, even seeing God as love 
may be difficult because of their circumstances or past experiences. In addition, some may struggle to see 
forgiveness as an act of love because they’re dealing with major hurts, pains, and abuses that seem 
unforgivable. And finally, others may not recognize their own need for forgiveness because they don’t yet 
see the weight of their choices and decisions. No matter what, be sensitive to the variety of viewpoints and 
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experiences represented in your group. Don’t dismiss or shut down any feelings expressed, but instead, 
remind your students that, because of Jesus’ death and resurrection, we know God loves us enough to 
forgive.  
 

NOTE TO THE COMMUNICATOR 
We pose a rattling question this week: Is there a love so great that it can find a way to express forgiveness 
for anything? There’s a very real chance that there will be a high schooler who has been through things 
they don’t think they could ever forgive someone for. There’s a chance a high schooler has done something 
they have never talked about because they don’t think they can be forgiven. There’s a good chance that 
someone comes to mind for you—someone who is really hard for you to love because what they did is 
really hard for you to forgive. At Easter, a new story began. If God is not hateful, violent, punitive, torturing, 
or vindictive, then our excuse for the same is forever taken away from us. Jesus’ entire journey told people 
two major things: that love is a completely different story and that God is far different and far better than we 
ever thought.  
 

  

 

TEACHING OUTLINE 
 

INTRODUCTION 
• Today we’re continuing a conversation about a holiday unique to this time of year: Easter! 

• So as we keep this conversation going, let me start by asking you a quick question: 

o Have you ever been forgiven for something that you can remember clearly? 

• TELL A PERSONAL STORY 

• I still remember that story today because that kind of forgiveness tends to have a significant impact. 

 

TENSION 
• Your memory is probably different from mine, but we share the same understanding that. . . 

• We all need forgiveness from time to time. 

• And, the word we’re talking about all series long has everything to do with forgiveness. That word 

is LOVE. 

• Another way to say it is: Forgiveness is one of the greatest expressions of love. 

• And I’m going to guess that we are people who want to go through life giving and receiving the kind 

of love that makes this world better.  

• But let’s be really honest with one another. Loving people is one thing, and forgiving people 

feels like something entirely different. 

• Our lives and experiences are full of situations, circumstances, and people that require forgiveness. 

• If forgiveness is one of the greatest expressions of love, and we want to be loving people, 

we must find a way to forgive as often as possible. 

• This is much easier said than done. 

• There’s a very real chance that many of us have been through things we don’t think we could ever 

forgive someone for. 

• So, here’s the question I want us all to consider in light of this: 

o Is there a love so great that it can find a way to express forgiveness for anything? 

 

TRUTH 
• Peter, a close friend of Jesus who played a significant role in leading the early Church, wrote letters 

to people trying to live as Jesus did. In one of those letters, he talked about something essential… 
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• “Most important of all, continue to show deep love for each other, for love covers a multitude of 

sins” (1 Peter 4:8 NLT). 

• Peter seems to believe that there is a love big enough to cover a bunch of mistakes, hurts, and 

wrongs with forgiveness.  

• He says that Christians are supposed to be people who express this kind of love through 

forgiveness. 

• But it's one thing to write about love, and another to experience it in action. Peter had seen the 

most incredible display of love about 30 years earlier when he watched his best friend, Jesus, go 

through something that changed the world forever. 

• We usually call this event the crucifixion of Jesus. For Peter, it was watching his friend and leader, 

Jesus, be executed. 

• A guy named Luke documented what happened that day when Jesus was on the cross, which is 

what we remember during Easter week. Check this out… 

• “Two other men, both criminals, were also led out with him to be executed. When they came to the 

place called the Skull, they crucified him there, along with the criminals—one on his right, the other 

on his left. Jesus said, ‘Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.’ And they 

divided up his clothes by casting lots” (Luke 23:32-34 NLT). 

• Did we read that right? Yeah, we did. Jesus expresses forgiveness to the very people who were 

mocking and killing Him. But that’s just the beginning. Let’s keep reading… 

• “The people stood watching, and the rulers even sneered at him. They said, ‘He saved others; let 

him save himself if he is God’s Messiah, the Chosen One.’ 

The soldiers also came up and mocked him. They offered him wine vinegar and said, ‘If you are 

the king of the Jews, save yourself.’ 

There was a written notice above him, which read: this is the king of the Jews. 

One of the criminals who hung there hurled insults at him: ‘Aren’t you the Messiah? Save yourself 

and us!’ 

But the other criminal rebuked him. ‘Don’t you fear God,’ he said, ‘since you are under the same 

sentence? We are punished justly, for we are getting what our deeds deserve. But this man has 

done nothing wrong.’ 

Then he said, ‘Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.’ 

Jesus answered him, ‘Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in paradise’” (Luke 23:35-43 NLT).” 

• What a story. What a series of events. What a display of . . . LOVE. 

• He answers the other criminal’s request for mercy, forgiveness, and love with a promise that they 

will soon be together in a place free from pain, shame, or guilt. 

• This man had no way to earn it, no way to deserve it, no way to make up for all the wrong things 

he had done that led to his execution. All he had was the ability to ask Jesus for the chance to be 

forgiven. 

• Just imagine for a minute what Jesus could have said. 

• But instead, because of His great LOVE for the people around Him and everyone who has ever 

lived (including you and me), He decides to forgive. 

• He decides to express His love, God’s love, for all of humanity by giving the most incredible kind of 

forgiveness the world would ever know. 

• He knew that whether we needed it personally or the strength to give it to someone else, Jesus 

displayed the kind of love we all need from time to time—love in the low points, which are the places 

where we desperately need forgiveness. 

• Think of it this way… 
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o BOTTOM LINE: Love shows up in the low points of life. 

 

APPLICATION 
• Knowing that love shows up in the low points of life is good news for everyone. Because of what 

Jesus did on the cross, we can all be confident that God loves us enough to forgive us of anything. 

• So what would it look like for that love to actually impact the way we live today? 

• You can. . . 

o Live like God’s love is always available to you. 

• Please let me be clear: these steps are not necessary for everyone. Please know that if the person 

you want to forgive is someone who has hurt you mentally, physically, emotionally, sexually, or 

anything like that…the best decision for you is to prioritize your personal safety; to talk to a trusted 

adult if you haven’t already, and to NOT be around that person.  

• Jesus expressed that love through forgiveness that is still active and available to us and to be given 

to others through us. 

 

LANDING 
• On the cross, Jesus showed us God’s love, not just for the people watching that day, but for you 

and me today. 

• Love shows up in the low points of life. 

• When you head to small group, think about this question: 

o How can you tell when you have actually forgiven someone? 

 
  

 

TEACHING SLIDES 
 
All bolded words and phrases in the Teaching Script are also provided as teaching slides for Premium Tier 

subscribers.  
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TEACHING SCRIPT 
 

 

LOVE. / Week 2 
 

 

BOTTOM LINE 
 

LOVE SHOWS UP IN THE LOW POINTS OF LIFE. 
 

 

 

INTRODUCTION 
 

2 MINUTES 
 
Today we’re continuing a conversation about a holiday unique to this time of year: Easter! Easter is a big 
deal to many of us because it’s a time to reflect on some of the most significant moments from the life of 
Jesus. 
 
So as we keep this conversation going, let me start by asking you a quick question: 
 
Have you ever been forgiven for something that you can remember clearly? 
 
TELL A PERSONAL STORY 

• Keep it lighthearted and humorous. 

• Make it about something you were forgiven for that is not too deep. 

• Keep it short. 

• Here’s an example story: 
 
I remember a situation from when I was a kid. I’m talking young, like 5 or 6 years old. I was playing outside 
when something caught my eye. It was the coolest NERF football I had ever seen. I knew right away that I 
had to have it. The only problem was that it was hanging on the wall in my neighbor's garage. So, I did what 
any curious and brave kid would do…I snuck into the neighbor’s garage while my dad was occupied with 
something in the yard and straight up stole the football. I just swiped it. 
 
Anyway, after I robbed my neighbor, I didn’t have much of a follow-up plan. So I started throwing the football 
around (to myself) in my front yard. Of course, within seconds, my dad asked me where I got the football. 
And without a brain developed enough to craft a believable response, I just said, “Their garage,” and pointed 
next door. 
 
Of course, my dad made me immediately walk over to the neighbor and ask for forgiveness. I was humiliated 
but also relieved when the neighbor forgave me and didn’t make any awkwardness out of it at all. 
 
I still remember that story today because that kind of forgiveness tends to have a significant impact. Even 
as a young kid, I could understand that undeserved forgiveness was one of the best, kindest, most loving 
things a person could give. 
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TENSION 
 

2 MINUTES 
 
Your memory is probably different from mine, but we share the same understanding that. . .  
 
We all need forgiveness from time to time. 
 
And, the word we’re talking about all series long has everything to do with forgiveness. That word is LOVE. 
 
It takes love to truly forgive other people. Another way to say it is: Forgiveness is one of the greatest 
expressions of love.  
 
And I’m going to guess that we are people who want to go through life giving and receiving the kind of love 
that makes this world better.  
 
But let’s be really honest with one another. Loving people is one thing, and forgiving people feels like 
something entirely different. I don’t think any of us would say that we don’t want to be “loving” to others. 
But “forgiving” . . . well, that’s dependent on a few things: Like, what do we do, and how do we love, when 
what needs to be forgiven is something serious? 
 

• Something that hurt us? 

• Something that someone never apologized for? 

• Something that we did that hurt someone else? 

• Something less than what God says is best . . . or another way to say this is “sin”? 
 
Our lives and experiences are full of situations, circumstances, and people that require forgiveness. If 
forgiveness is one of the greatest expressions of love, and we want to be loving people, we must 
find a way to forgive as often as possible.  
 
This is much easier said than done. 
 
There’s a very real chance that many of us have been through things we don’t think we could ever forgive 
someone for. There’s a chance we’ve done something we’ve never talked about because we don’t think 
we can be forgiven. There’s a good chance that even right now, as I’m talking, someone comes to mind 
who is really hard for you to love because what they did is really hard for you to forgive. 
 
So, here’s the question I want us all to consider in light of this: 
 
Is there a love so great that it can find a way to express forgiveness for anything? 
 

 
 

TRUTH 
 

5 MINUTES 
 
Peter, a close friend of Jesus who played a significant role in leading the early Church, wrote letters to 
people trying to live as Jesus did. In one of those letters, he talked about something essential… 
 
“Most important of all, continue to show deep love for each other, for love covers a multitude of sins” (1 
Peter 4:8 NLT). 
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Peter seems to believe that there is a love big enough to cover a bunch of mistakes, hurts, and wrongs with 
forgiveness. He says that Christians are supposed to be people who express this kind of love through 
forgiveness. 
 
But it's one thing to write about love, and another to experience it in action. Peter had seen the most 
incredible display of love about 30 years earlier when he watched his best friend, Jesus, go through 
something that changed the world forever. 
 
We usually call this event the crucifixion of Jesus. For Peter, it was watching his friend and leader, Jesus, 
be executed. And one moment during this showed just how much love Jesus had for people. 
 
A guy named Luke documented what happened that day when Jesus was on the cross, which is what we 
remember during Easter week. Check this out… 
 
“Two other men, both criminals, were also led out with him to be executed. When they came to the place 
called the Skull, they crucified him there, along with the criminals—one on his right, the other on his left. 
Jesus said, ‘Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.’ And they divided up his clothes 
by casting lots” (Luke 23:32-34 NLT). 
 
Ok, just to set the scene. Jesus is led out to a place named the “Skull” to be executed alongside two other 
men who were guilty of very real crimes (unlike Him). While Jesus was hanging from a wooden cross that 
was designed to make death as painful as possible, He looked at everyone taking part in his execution and 
asked God to forgive them. 
 
Did we read that right? Yeah, we did. Jesus expresses forgiveness to the very people who were mocking 
and killing Him. But that’s just the beginning. Let’s keep reading… 
 
“The people stood watching, and the rulers even sneered at him. They said, ‘He saved others; let him save 
himself if he is God’s Messiah, the Chosen One.’ 
The soldiers also came up and mocked him. They offered him wine vinegar and said, ‘If you are the king of 
the Jews, save yourself.’ 
There was a written notice above him, which read: this is the king of the Jews. 
One of the criminals who hung there hurled insults at him: ‘Aren’t you the Messiah? Save yourself and us!’ 
But the other criminal rebuked him. ‘Don’t you fear God,’ he said, ‘since you are under the same 
sentence? We are punished justly, for we are getting what our deeds deserve. But this man has done 
nothing wrong.’ 
 Then he said, ‘Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.’ 
Jesus answered him, ‘Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in paradise’” (Luke 23:35-43 NLT).” 
 
What a story. What a series of events. What a display of . . . LOVE. 
 
As Jesus hangs from the cross, being executed, listening to the insults of people passing by and the 
mocking of one of the criminals next to Him, He still decides to forgive. He answers the other criminal’s 
request for mercy, forgiveness, and love with a promise that they will soon be together in a place free from 
pain, shame, or guilt. 
 
This man had no way to earn it, no way to deserve it, no way to make up for all the wrong things he had 
done that led to his execution. All he had was the ability to ask Jesus for the chance to be forgiven. 
 
Just imagine for a minute what Jesus could have said. Jesus could have looked at all the people looking 
up at Him—and the thieves next to Him—and said something like, “You fools! You’re killing the only One 
who can help you. You’re messed up. You’re the broken ones. You’re the ones that deserve this 
punishment, not me! It’s over…and you’re not worth it.” 
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But instead, because of His great LOVE for the people around Him and everyone who has ever lived 
(including you and me), He decides to forgive. 
 
He decides to express His love, God’s love, for all of humanity by giving the most incredible kind of 
forgiveness the world would ever know. 
 
The kind of forgiveness that covers our worst moments. 
 
The kind of forgiveness that covers over the wrongs done to us. 
 
The kind of forgiveness that covers the wrongs we’ve done to others. 
 
The kind of forgiveness that covers over the things we’ve never told anyone. 
 
The kind of forgiveness that covers over a multitude of our mess up, mistakes, and sins. 
 
Peter could write to people doing their best to follow Jesus’ example and instruct them to love by forgiving 
other people because he had experienced that kind of forgiveness firsthand through Jesus. 
 
He knew that whether we needed it personally or the strength to give it to someone else, Jesus displayed 
the kind of love we all need from time to time—love in the low points, which are the places where we 
desperately need forgiveness. 
 
Think of it this way… 
 
Love shows up in the low points of life. 
 
And love is expressed in our lowest moments through the kind of forgiveness Jesus exemplified for us. 
 
Love showed up in the low point of life for the thief next to Jesus and in the low point of all of 
humanity…when we chose to crucify God in a human body, the One who came to show us how to truly 
live. 
 

 
 

APPLICATION 
 

3 MINUTES 
 
Knowing that love shows up in the low points of life is good news for everyone. Because of what Jesus did 
on the cross, we can all be confident that God loves us enough to forgive us of anything. 
 
 
So what would it look like for that love to actually impact the way we live today? There are a bunch of ways, 
but let me give you a couple of everyday examples. You can. . . 
 
Live like God’s love is always available to you. Jesus showed us what God is like, and His display on 
the cross was one of unexplainable love expressed through forgiveness. So, what about your life shows 
that you’ve been forgiven? Are you living in the confidence that God loves you, forgives you, and wants to 
help you live life like you were created to?  
 
Understanding how much God loves us, enough to forgive us, can be an important motivation to take the 
steps necessary to become more like Jesus. It’s the motivation we need to prioritize our faith through 
practices like prayer and Scripture reading. It’s the motivation we need to work on the areas of our lives 
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that we want to see change. It’s the motivation to partner with God every day to live out more of the love, 
joy, peace, kindness, and all sorts of other good things that God is full of! When we live that kind of life, 
we’re living like we know we’re forgiven. 
 
Then it’s important to also . . . 
 
Live like God’s love is on display through you. How do you do that? By choosing to forgive other people. 
It won’t be easy, but you can take the steps necessary to move toward expressing love by giving away 
forgiveness to others. How can you tell if you’ve forgiven someone? Well, do you wish bad on them? If you 
do, maybe there’s room for more forgiveness. If possible (and safe for you), have you tried spending time 
with them? Have you found ways to laugh together again, to enjoy a meal together, to have fun together, 
to have real conversations together? These can be powerful steps to take, that express love and 
forgiveness to someone else.  
 
Please let me be clear: these steps are not necessary for everyone. Please know that if the person you 
want to forgive is someone who has hurt you mentally, physically, emotionally, sexually, or anything like 
that…the best decision for you is to prioritize your personal safety; to talk to a trusted adult if you haven’t 
already, and to NOT be around that person.  
 
But, for other situations where maybe some drama got between you and someone else, or someone said 
something that bothered you, or where your feelings were hurt, what would it look like for you to live like 
God’s love is on display through you by taking the kind of actions that express your forgiveness toward 
others? 
 
On the cross, Jesus showed us God’s love, not just for the people watching that day, but for you and me 
today. Jesus expressed that love through forgiveness that is still active and available to us and to be given 
to others through us. 
 

 
 

LANDING 
 

1 MINUTE 
 
On the cross, Jesus showed us God’s love, not just for the people watching that day, but for you and me 
today. Jesus expressed that love through forgiveness that is still active and available to us and to be given 
to others through us. 
 
Imagine how this could change the way we live. Imagine how this could change the way we treat other 
people. Imagine if this could change the ways we LOVE God, ourselves, and the people around us.  
 
Love shows up in the low points of life. And that’s the real love that the Easter season is all about! 
 
When you head to small group, think about this question: 
 
How can you tell when you have actually forgiven someone? 
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